Steps to Finding the Theme:
1)  Make a list of topics or ideas that appear in the text.
2) Pick a topic and write a sentence about what the author believes about that topic.
3) Start your sentence with “The author believes that..”  
-What does the author want you to learn about this topic?  Do NOT include specific details from the text (character names, setting, details).  
-The sentence you write needs to relate to any situation in life NOT just to the details in the story.  A life lesson works for anyone!
-Steer clear of words like good and bad.  This is too vague!   Be more specific about the lesson learned in life.  For an example, “stealing is bad” or “honesty is good” is TOO vague.
4) Cross out “The author believes that” and rewrite the sentence without those words.  This is your theme!  
5) Find supporting evidence from the text that supports the theme using the sentence starter, “The text states..”

Steps to Finding the Theme:
1)  Make a list of topics or ideas that appear in the text.
2) Pick a topic and write a sentence about what the author believes about that topic.
3) Start your sentence with “The author believes that..”  
-What does the author want you to learn about this topic?  Do NOT include specific details from the text (character names, setting, details).  
-The sentence you write needs to relate to any situation in life NOT just to the details in the story.  A life lesson works for anyone!
-Steer clear of words like good and bad.  This is too vague!   Be more specific about the lesson learned in life.  For an example, “stealing is bad” or “honesty is good” is TOO vague.
4) Cross out “The author believes that” and rewrite the sentence without those words.  This is your theme!  
5) Find supporting evidence from the text that supports the theme using the sentence starter, “The text states..”
[bookmark: _GoBack]
